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Gabby Sierra
Editor-in-Chief

      Check out the school store located downstairs next to Fran Groff-
Gonzales’s room. The school store doesn’t have a set schedule, but is 
open when students have off hours throughout the day.
   The school store is operated by students for their business man-
agement class. New items for the 2012-2013 school year are dog tags, 
flash drives, towels, foam paws, v-necks, and lanyards. The items in 
the school store are reasonably priced from 50 cents to $35.
    The store is stocked and operated by  students from the business 
management class.

SCHOOL STORE: Wolf gear available to purchase.  

Hayley Lokken
Staff Reporter

   When you were little, everyone tells you not to talk to strangers or not get into people’s cars when they ask 
you to, but did you listen?
   Everyone always says, “It won’t happen to me,” or “I can handle it.”  What if it did happen to you, and you 
couldn’t handle it?
   Ten-year-old Jessica Ridgeway disappeared while walking to a park less than three blocks from her  house.  
Every day she walked to this park to meet her friends, and then, they would walk to school.
Sometimes it takes a tragedy like this to realize that we aren’t invincible, and we can be wounded, but these are 
also the times when we, as a society, band together and become stronger than ever.
  On October 8, Westminster High School donned purple, Jessica’s favorite color, to show support for the family 
and all of the investigators that had been working tirelessly to solve her case. As a school, we raised over $700 
to help feed the investigators.
   Principal Mike Lynch was very proud of our school and how we showed our support and raised the money 
for a very worthy cause. He said that the idea to do this day came from students that wanted to help, and that 
is a very noble way to take a stand against what we know is wrong.
 He also urges you to speak with the counselors, or other adults in the building, if you need someone to talk 
with, because that is sometimes the best way to cope. Especially after such a terrible tragedy that happened so 
close to home.
   Not only did Westminster High School do something to raise money but there was a Memorial Bike and 
Car cruise held on October 18 to raise money for the Ridgeway family. Thousands of people showed up, all in 
purple, and raised over $43,000 to donate to the family. 
   The cruise started at a local restaurant and went through the Westminster area and near where she went 
missing. Many people made signs and decorated their cars, all in support of the young life that was taken far 
too soon.

Purple with a purpose
School store

RidE:  Cruising for jessica Ridgeway.  Photos taken by Hayley Lokken.

Luna Ly
Staff Reporter

   For decades, the National Honor Society has brought light to various community service projects and left com-
munities with warm and touched hearts. For the second time at Westminster High School, NHS helped sponsor the 
Copper Silver War. 
   A fun rivalry for the classes, all proceeds of the Copper Silver War were donated to UNICEF in conjunction with 
their Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF project. NHS members were handed trick-or-treat boxes to go around their neigh-
borhoods safely and ask for change or any money to be handed to them instead of candy on Halloween. 
   The amount donated by the staff, students, and community members for both the Copper Silver War and Trick-or-
Treat for UNICEF was counted on Wednesday, November 7. Results of the winning class for the Copper Silver War 
and the donation size have yet to be announced. 

Rachel Blake
Commentary Editor

Today in history: Historical events on November 20:
 
1923- Garrett Morgan invents and patents the traffic 
signal.

1947- Future Queen, Princess Elizabeth marries 
Prince Philip in Westminster Abbey.

1977- Country Singer Josh Turner was born.

1982- Drew Barrymore hosted “Saturday Night Live” 
at age seven. 

1984- McDonald’s sold its 50 billionth hamburger.

2009- The Twilight Saga: New Moon premiered in 
4,024 theaters.

Information gathered from historyorb.com

Today in history

National Honor Society sponsors Copper Silver War



News
November 20, 2012 Page 2

Monica Lopez
Staff Reporter

   We’ve all heard, “Don’t accept candy 
from strangers,”  and “Don’t take a ride 
from a stranger.”   Now, that we’re older, 
it seems like common sense. There is a 
lot more danger out in the streets than 
there used to be; more kidnapping, 
more killing, and more assaults. Back 
when our parents were our age, it wasn’t 
as dangerous as it is now to walk down 
the street by yourself in daylight. 
     Most schools don’t take a lot of pre-
cautions when students are leaving the 
school when school is over, only a few 
adults to make sure you make it onto 
the bus. It took a child’s life to have 
more parents and schools be more cau-
tious about safety. Jessica Ridgeway was 
taken in daylight walking to school, 
through a park that wasn’t too far away 
from her house. Austin Reed Sigg, the 
accused murderer of Jessica Ridgeway, 
is 17-years-old and now has a total of 11 
charges against him.
  Sigg dropped out Standley Lake High 
School before his senior year. He was 
just an average student who is 5’6’’ tall 
and 160 pounds and complained about 
school. This incident just brings up the 
question, how well do you really know 
your fellow peers? Don’t be paranoid, 
but be more cautious about your safety.
  A safety survey was given to about 
30 Westminster High School students. 
Most of the students said they would 
know what to do if the were being at-
tacked by a predator, but who would 
really know what to do if they were ac-
tually being attacked? The survey asked 
if you would take a ride from a student 
from Westminster High School, and 
most of the surveys said no.
  No one really thinks that they can be 
abducted, it just seems like it wouldn’t 
happen to you. Of course you wouldn’t 
take a ride from a stranger, but what if 
a car was following you? Some people 
don’t think about these scenarios, but 
that’s normal. Just be smart, don’t walk 
with both earphones in and unaware of 
your surroundings, don’t hang out with 
anyone you don’t know alone, and make 
sure somebody knows where you’re go-
ing, even if its just a close friend, a par-
ent, or a close family member.
  A tragedy has happened in Westmin-
ster and let’s try to prevent another. You 
can make a difference by just doing 
your part. It is just better to be safe than 
sorry, even though there is danger ev-
erywhere, it can still be prevented. This 
is more than “helping a stranger find 
their dog,” keep an ear phone out when 
you walk by yourself, tell someone you 
trust where you are, and be aware of 
your surroundings.

Gabby Sierra
Editor-in-Chief

   Are you struggling in your classes? Do you need help? Don’t 
worry, come down to  the school library and ask for help at 
any time of the day.  There is now tutoring in the library all 
day, every period.  Come by to receive help from students. 
    Counselor Lauren Previdi came up with the program. She 
had done it before at another school and was successful. Dur-
ing academic enrichment, teachers are bringing down some 
of their classes for help.
Junior Romeo Redwillow-Rivera is one of the tutors and is 
there to “help other students.”  This program has been helping 
many students. Senior Danny Mendez is another tutor that is 
there and wants to help other students be successful. There 
have been a lot of students coming in with a lot of math and 
science questions. 
   Words from both of the tutors, “No question is too small.”  
So, if you ever need help, come down to the library and get the 
help you need.

Need tutoring?
Kidnapping

Brayan Verduzco Ochoa
Staff Reporter
Year 1

Explain why you joined 
the newspaper staff:
I joined newspaper be-
cause I like to write, and 
I think everyone should 
be updated with news. 
Also, I think it’ll be fun 
being a news reporter 
looking for a stories.

Tell about something 
that motivates you:
One thing that motivates me is knowing that anyone can be anything if 
they put their mind to it.   So, knowing that successful and famous people 
started out small and have, and are still working hard, to prove that they 
deserve their spot, not only does it motivate me, but also inspires me to 
keep trying my best.

Describe your favorite way to spend a day off:
My favorite way to spend a day off is to just sleep in and wake up feeling 
good and cook myself a nice buffet and spend the rest of the day in my 
room cuddled with my blankets watching tv, or hanging out my friends.

Favorite music of the moment:
My favorite music of the moment would have to be a little hip-hop, R&B, 
and some country.

Words of wisdom that you live by:
Life is short, there is no time to leave important words unspoken.

Tell about something else you’d like to share:
I’m a junk food addict and that’s where of most of my money goes. If I 
could, I would eat it for days.  I just love eating chips, candy, sweets...etc.

Inside the Pride:
Meet the reporters

Alexander Lee 
Staff Reporter

   Under the vast and starry night of Almost, Maine the ac-
tors bring to you the tranquil emotions that present magic and 
young love. Our very own inventive design team, Westminster 
High School’s theater department, successfully and emotion-
ally breaks down the peanut butter and jelly that is the script. 
   The opening scene sets the tone: two love-besotted young 
people (Brayan Verduzco-Ochoa and Karina Cerino-Castillo) 
cavort in the snow in slow motion, then remark upon the lu-
minous objects above them. In the next scene, a hiker (Savan-
nah Murray) arrives at an old farmhouse intending to camp 
nearby and view the Northern Lights. The homeowner (Der-
rick Lucero) falls instantly in love her and plants a surprising 
kiss on her lips. It all gets a bit much pretty fast. 
   A cast filled with many talented students comes together and 
embarks on a magical and romantic comedy that is a tribute 
to places that move at a slower pace, where people take time 
to process their emotions, and risk their dreams; just as love 
urges for us to take risks, grow, give and develop. 

Staff Box

Almost Maine

Photos by Brayan Verduzco Ochoa

BLACK
BOX:
The au-
dience 
got a 
close-up 
experi-
ence 
at the 
show.
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To the editor,
 
Our Volleyball players were fairly shaken up, and felt really disre-
spected that a 5A Varsity Girls’ Sport was completely left out of the 
latest issue of the school newspaper. We’re not upset that there wasn’t 
any “in depth” articles about volleyball, but rather that the Volleyball 
Program wasn’t even mentioned on the Fall sports page at all! I’m not 
sure how such an oversight could have taken place, and this isn’t the 
first time.  What would be people’s reaction if there were absolutely 
no mention of football in the Fall Sports section of the newspaper? 
Soccer & softball  were there, and a full page spread for the powder 
puff cheerleaders that isn’t even a varsity sport, as was all the other 
fall sports mentioned, just no volleyball. We have about 35 girls that 
have competed in nearly 20 matches, and there wasn’t even a men-
tion? We hosted a Dig Pink night to raise Breast Cancer Awareness, 
we hosted a Senior Night to honor our seniors last home game.  The 
volleyball players were confused why the Fall Sports page didn’t even 
list it as a Fall Sport. I’m just disappointed in your overall coverage. 
We’ve been practicing in the gym since two weeks before school even 
started in August. It wouldn’t take a great deal of research to discover 
which sports are Fall, Winter, and Spring. I mean you are a paper who 
reports.  We have been building the program from barely filling a 
varsity team to having to make cuts to keep it at three full teams. We 
might be able to pull in more kids into our program and add a fourth 
team if students were aware of when we play and what we’re about. 
 
I didn’t feel that Volleyball was intentionally ignored, but that your 
staff simply didn’t do the footwork to discover what sports occur 
when throughout the school year. That’s quite an oversight.
 
Thank you,
Coach B[ergman]

Letter to the Editor: Alexander Lee 
Staff Reporter

   The mayhem of teenagers trying desperately to wriggle their way through the crowded hallways is 
reminiscent of a scene from the end of Finding Nemo when a huge school of fish has been captured in 
an industrial-sized fishing net, and all the fish are frantically swimming towards the net’s small holes 

which are the only available exits.
    Are you ever frustrated when you are walking 

to class because of traffic jams in the hallway or 
perhaps even late to class due to students who 
exhibition themselves and stop to chit-chat right 
in front of you? Every day when the school bell 
rings, students race out of the classrooms just to 
stand in the hallways with their friends talking, 
or should I say screaming at other students for 
entertainment. 

         Sometimes students have to push themselves 
through the inconsiderate people who worry 
more about themselves than others who are try-
ing to get to class. 

   After the one minute tardy bell, those students 
who are standing in the hallways begin to 
squirm to their next class. 

   It seems as if many of the “hallway blockers” 
have no consideration for getting to class before 
the tardy-bell. 

   Well, be ready to cut off some frustration and tardy marks in class because of those everyday mishaps. 
One thing you can surely do is avoid the swarm of fish, and by doing that you can guide your way along 
to the sides of the lockers that are gleamed by the luminescence from sun. You can also take another 
route to your next class. 
   One way to stop this hocus-pocus is to not stand in the hallways shouting out your business into 
other people’s faces, and walk your way to class. You can talk while walking to class, it’ll be a huge help 
for others and yourself. 

   

Congested halls causing madness

Hailey Ottosen
Staff Reporter

    Whether it’s just demanding and overprotective parents, or just a case 
of teenage angst, most teens have issues with their parents. Dealing with 
parents as a teenager is often described as stressful and difficult. Often 
times, it just feels like they do not understand.
   Teenagers have emotional conflicts with their guardians. Usually, the 
problems are caused by things such as school expectations, drugs, and al-
cohol. Parents expectations for school become too high. All of these high 
expectations cause nothing but pressure and a ton of stress on the teen. 
   Sometimes talking to parents can be dreadful. It feels like they constant-
ly nag and keep ranting at you after you’ve already got the point. Teens say 
that their parents cut them off or that they don’t listen at all. It’s almost like 
they won’t even listen to their side of the story or what they have to say.
    Parents assume that teens are always in trouble; they are too paranoid. 
A lot of times they can even come off as demanding and overprotective. 
Teens are often accused of doing drugs or drinking alcohol, when that was 
not the case. They always assume the worst is happening--they overreact, 
plain and simple.
   Some teens say that because their parents are so strict and because the 
way they are treated, it makes them want to rebel. Their distrust often 
comes off as insulting. 
   Although there is really no definite solution to this problem, there are 
some things you can do to help, like try and compromise. Have a “heart 
to heart” talk until you reach some sort of understanding. Try instead of 
working against them, to work with them.

Dealing with parents as a teen
Name:  Miracle Lewis
Job on Staff:  Business Manager
Year 1
   Explain why you joined the newspaper staff:
   I have always been transfixed on journalism. When I was given the op-

portunity to be a part of the Westminster High School Newspaper staff, 
I jumped at the opportunity.

   Tell about something that motivates you:
When writing, sketching, or doing homework, I listen to music. Music 
in any form is inspiring in one way or another. When doing just about 
anything, music is what I feel motivates me.

   Describe your favorite way to spend a day off:
 When spending some time for myself, I enjoy doing whatever I can. 

Including working on story ideas, drawing detailed pencil sketches, or 
just doing chores around the house.

Favorite music of the moment:
At the moment, I indulge myself in heavy metal, metal, alternative, light and heavy rock, and some rap; 
including bands like Dream Evil, Linkin Park, Creed, Eminem, Korn, Incubus, and so on.

Words of wisdom that you live by:
When people are teasing or making fun of you, ignore them. The faults they see in you is really what 
they see in themselves; don’t be fooled by that mask that they wear on the outside, because in reality, 
they are just as scared as you are.

Tell about something else you’d like to share:
I always have time to meet new people and make new friends. My hobbies include writing and drawing. 
When I’m stressed, you will often find me doing math problems or talking to myself about how to fix a 
current adversity I am in.

Inside the Pride:  Meet the Editors 

Drawing by Alex Lee
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Jose Cuevas
Staff Reporter

   It’s almost that time of the year: Black Friday (also known as the winter Hunger Games)!
   Last year, many people were unnecessarily injured when the doors opened at places such as Walmart, 
Best Buy, etc. The savings are great, but there is a higher price that might be paid if you try to fight over 
a waffle maker with an elderly woman. 
  Overall, this shopping day has become addictive for many shoppers: making it a perilous night. Last 
year, in Los Angeles, a woman pepper sprayed other shoppers as to keep them away from the merchan-
dize that she wanted to buy. In Toledo, a suburb of Oregon, a fight broke out at a Walmart store over 
towels selling for $1.88.
   Vague feelings of chaos and terror overshadow the nation on this one day, which will kick off the 
shopping season once again. 
   Every year, the crowds are massive and this only kindles the pushing and the attacks from the people 
because they feel like they will not get what they woke up so early for. It’s an overwhelming feeling 
when the crowd grows and the merchandize decreases. 
“Great day, but too crowded,” commented senior Brandon Vigil, “It is safe, but it usually depends.”     
Despite the precautions that were taken last year in order to keep the shoppers safe, people still got 
hurt at places such as Walmart. Hopefully, this year, stores that will open at midnight will have higher 
levels of security. 
   After asking a few people what they wanted to buy this year, they responded quite interestingly:
“Video games, and little girl/boy toys (not for me though),” said sophomore Francisco Rodriguez.
   Video games, TVs and iPhones/iPods seem to be the apples of discord for the 2012 shopping sea-
son. Other products that many people hope to buy on Black Friday this year are gaming systems and 
kitchen electronics. 
   It is ridiculous to think that elderly women can have such strength, but then again that juicer that is 
60% off is strong motivation. 
   Nevertheless Target will remain safe by applying the same system as they did last year: allowing only 
small groups of people to enter at a time while the rest of the shoppers wait in a line outside the store. 
   Coupons are no longer needed, you just have to hold on to what you want to buy and don’t let go, no 
matter how loud the screams from people get or how frightening the death stares they give you may be. 
   In the end, what matters are the savings, and may the odds be ever in your favor. 

Black Friday causes chaos 
Suicide prevention

Brayan Verduzco Ochoa
Staff Reporter

   You may be thinking, “Ha ha, I would never kill myself.” But you can’t 
say it has never, ever crossed your mind or someone’s close to you. Your 
face might be saying, “I have the best life ever,” but deep down inside, 
you maybe seconds from breaking down. Often times you push those 
feelings away, which is one of the worst things to do because they slowly 
start to pile up, and sooner or later, you will crack. Remember there is 
always someone there to talk to and talking to someone helps because it 
does get better.
   You might never know who is on the verge of cracking, and you wouldn’t 
know because a lot of people don’t know everyone’s life and problems. 
Someone might go to school with a smile all day, only to return home to 
get abused by their parents. Others get bullied with words and go home 
to cut themselves because they can’t do anything about it and/or hate 
themselves. Some people are sick of being alone so often that they are 
tired of going through it, and ending their life sounds better. Even mak-
ing a little joke about their parents, who may or may not still be with 
them, will hurt them, and you never know when someone is hurting, so 
respectful treatment is important.
   A simple smile can make a difference, and if you can do more, then 
do more. Everybody can use an extra friend, or any friend, to pull them 
out of what they’re going though. It doesn’t take much. Just going up 
to someone who looks down and saying “hi” or “what’s up” can make 
their day. If they seem like they don’t want to talk, you can do one of two 
things: turn away and let them drown in their tears and sadness, or you 
can do the right thing, and maybe give them a hug, if you guys are close, 
or if you’re just plain nice enough, and say, “You are strong and you WILL 
get though this.” Then, you bring them over to your friends and make 
them forget their problems and just have a great time.
   Suicide is NEVER the answer, it’s a permanent solution to a temporary 
problem, so, if you are ever feeling down, talk to someone you trust. It 
could be a friend, a family member, a teacher, or even your doctor can 
help. If you are at school and are feeling down, there’s a lot of people 
you can talk to like student government members, LINK leaders, peer 
mediators, and counselors (located in B300s) and the school psycholo-
gists (located in A200s and A100s offices). You should go to the school 
psychologists or the counselors FIRST because they are trained to help 
you the most, and they are here to help you. 
   If you are thinking about suicide you can ALWAYS call the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline (NSPL) 1-800-273-(TALK)8255.

Wolf Pride Policy Statement:

The Wolf Pride is created by the students of the newspaper staff at 
Westminster High School in accordance with the guidelines established 
by the Colorado Revised Statutes 22-1-120 (Rights of Free Expression 
for Public School Students) when limiting expressions which are libel-
ous, obscene, or otherwise unacceptable.  The opinions expressed in 
this publication are entirely those of the students involved and are not 
intended to reflect the opinions of the school administration and staff, 

the school district, or other officials.

Miracle Lewis
Business Manager

   A 14-year-old girl shot through the head for having an opinion! Malala Yousufzai is a young Pakistanian woman who blogged on the BBC about educational rights for women.
When the Taliban found out who she was, they went to shoot her, right through the head. Many who hear about this have many opinions. Let’s hear what Westy students have to say 
about the matter.
   Senior Yeng Lor said, “It’s messed up! She’s only a 14-year-old girl.” During our interview, he stated that like 9/11 this is based off religion. “Men who have power find this as retaliation.”
   Junior Alain Mercado said, “I didn’t know about this. They didn’t have to do it.”
   Sophomore Tiara Loya stated, “That’s unjust because girls should be allowed to go to school.” She felt that they shot her not only because she was blogging about it but because they 
wanted to make a statement. Almost as if they wanted to say, ”If you do what she did this will happen to you.” They are not afraid of her, but what might happen.
   Freshman Adrian Mendoza was shocked when she heard about it, and said, “They are afraid that she will overpower them.”
   Is it possible that in the attempt to stop an “issue,” the Taliban may have started an even bigger one? Is it possible that because they tried to silence this one girl that they opened the 
mouths, hearts and minds of many others?
Think about it.

Young girl from Pakistan shot for expressing her opinion 
Comic by Jose Cuevas
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Wolf Wildlife

Evelese Vigil 
Centerspread Editor 
   The Colorado Wolf and Wildlife Center up in the divide of 
Colorado(outside of Colorado Springs) has been around about seven 
years now. Darlene Kobobel is the owner of it. She’s made a career of 
rescuing wolves, wolf dog hybrids, coyotes, coy-dogs and foxes.  In an 
interview, Kobobel explained how the wildlife center started up, and the 
animals she cares for. “It all started because I rescued a wolf dog from be-
ing put down. If a dog has wolf in it, they only have 48 hours to live. So, 
I took it home with me.” 
How long has the center been open? 
“It started because people would call me to come get and wolves they 
had because they wouldn’t be able to handle them,” Kobobel said. “I have 
about 17 wolves, two coyotes, four red foxes, swift foxes and in the count 
of the wolves, I also have two Mexican grays. Also, I have my house pets 
of course like chickens, horses, ponies, dogs, a cat, ferrets and a wild dog 
we just saved a while back.” 

Meet the Messmers
Mark Messmer
   Teaches levels 11 and 12 lan-
guage arts, advises yearbook, and 
coaches the girl’s volleyball team. 
   On any given day, he wakes up, 
grabs a cup of coffee, feeds his 
boys, and reads the newspaper.
   His favorite food is steak and as-
paragus.
   His favorite band is Rancid and 
Drop Kick Murphy.

Jessica Messmer
   Teaches science and engineering. 
On any given day, she runs er-
rands, cleans up a bit, meets up 
with friends, and plays football 
with her kids, Maximus who is 7 
months old and Lars who is 5 years 
old. 
   Her favorite bands are Bouncing 
Souls, Alkaline Trio, and Rancid.

Jessica Messmer (left) and Mark 
Messmer (right) along with their two 
sons Maximus  and Lars. 

History of the Mohawk
By Cody Magerfleisch
Business Manager

   The Mohawk originated from the people of the Mohawk nation, native to North America. 
   It also has been used by other nations all over the world, as  2000 year old remains of a man found in Dublin, 
Ireland, seemed to be sporting a Mohawk. 
   During World War II, members of the 101st Army Airborne division favored the hairstyle, and many para-
troopers wore it into battle. It wasn’t uncommon to see U.S. soldiers during the Vietnam War wearing Mo-
hawks, either. 
   The punk band The Plasmatics were the first band to have a member with a Mohawk, and that trend quickly 
caught on. Bands that followed in their footsteps included The Exploited, Anti Flag, and Rancid, among others. 

   Other celebrities shaved their heads in this fashion in the following years, including Mr. T, MMA fighter 
Chuck Liddell, and singers Jesse Leach (Killswitch Engage) and  Ivan Moody (Five Finger Death Punch). 
   Countless other styles have been produced, several of which require a lot of maintenance to keep up. 

Interviews by Jonny Rendon

WOLF PACK:  Westy students Nathanial Ponce and Evelese Vigil visit the wolves 
up close.  For information on visiting the wolves, see Evelese Vigil.



Luna Ly
Staff Reporter

   Sloan's Lake, Thursday, October 4 at 6:30 a.m., the student body officers sat huddled in teacher Fran Groff-
Gonzales’ car, anticipating the trip to see Obama. Although they would be missing periods 1-3 and clearly 
concerned with missing school for that long, they would not sacrifice this once-in-a lifetime opportunity to see 
President Obama speak in person. 
   Departure from Westminster High School was at 7:00 a.m. In attendance:  Groff-Gonzales,  Assistant Princi-
pal Lottie Wilson, seniors Luna Ly, Brenda La, Hue Phung,  Alex Alarid, Francisco Villanueva, and sophomore 
Olivia Gonzales.
   Before any controversial gossip starts, this was not a trip made to manipulate any of the officers' mindsets or 
political views. As student body officers, it was perceived not only by the staff at Westy, but also the faculty that it 
be important for them to attend this event that was specially handed to them the day before and gain an applied 
experience regarding political science as they do apply it during their delegation as officers. Even so, none of the 
officers were old enough to vote.
   As Groff-Gonzales puts it, "Knowledge and education of politics, campaigns and lobbying should be brought 
to light, especially with students who are involved with a version of politics within the school; it's just a hands-on 
learning experience for them to go see the current president." 

   Alex Trujillo
   Staff Reporter
   
   From campaigning to debates, and several visits to Colorado, Presi-
dent Barrack Obama and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Rom-
ney used their words to win the votes of the people, but in the end only 
one was victorious.
    Barrack Obama now currently elected to his second term as president 
of the United States is creating history and winning the hearts of Amer-
icans through his excellent campaigning and debates, one of which oc-
curred right here in Colorado. 
   Colorado being one of the few swing states was visited by Obama three 
times for this election and gave Obama nine electoral college votes. In 
the election, anyone running for president must get 270 electoral col-
lege votes from a total of 538. Obama secured 332 electoral votes while 
Romney earned 206.
   A student asked, “Why is it that we have millions of voters, but it all 
comes down to the electoral college votes?” The answer, according to 
the Constitution established by our founding fathers, says that it is a 
sum of the votes by congress and a sum of the popular votes of qualified 
citizens.
   Now, that Obama is soon to be sworn in as president again in January 
of 2013 what do you expect to happen in the next four years? 
   “I believe the economy will get better, slowly but surely. I also think 
the economy was too badly damaged to be fixed in the amount of time 
Obama has been given. Plus it’ll be much harder due to the gridlock 
that Obama will have to face between the Democrats and Republicans,” 
said Joaquin Gloria, grade 12.
   Although Obama has won the election, most of us appreciate Rom-
ney’s effort, him having very few hours of sleep flying from one side of 
the United States to the other can be tough on one person. 
   All we have to look forward to now is the future four years.

Where do 
you see the 
United States 
in the next 
four years: 
Number 1 is 
“good” num-
ber 2 is “bad” 
number 3 is 
“same”

Student poll: Number 1 is Romney, Number 2 is Obama

Colt Uland 
Staff Reporter 

   Barack Obama has been reelected. As you most likely already know, 
this will be the second term for the Democratic president. He beat out 
the Republican candidate Mitt Romney because the majority of America 
thought he had good policies, and while that is mostly up to opinion of 
the reader, we will go into three of Obama’s stances to evaluate his plan. 
    First, let’s look at his stance on abortion. He says that it is the woman’s 
right to choose whether or not to have an abortion. He also caused quite a 
controversy a while back for requiring hospitals to provide contraceptives 
as part of insurance, which some people saw as unconstitutional, but he 
stuck to it with much support. Obama was rated 100% by the pro-choice 
organization NARAL, indicating a very pro choice stance. 
    Next, let’s look at his stance on the war in Afghanistan. Obama orga-
nized the strike on Osama bin Laden last year, which some say is one of 
the reasons why he was reelected. Obama wants to end the war, which is 
the longest one America has ever fought. Some people support his stance, 
but others say that leaving now will only give the Taliban complete control 
over the area. Nonetheless, Obama says that all troops will have left the 
country completely by 2014.
    Third, what is his stance on tax reform? Obama has a strong belief 
that in order for everybody to thrive, the rich upper class must be taxed 
at a higher rate than the middle and lower classes. Obama voted yes on 
increasing the tax rate for people earning over $1 million in order for 
everybody to pay their fair share. When Obama was elected in 2008, he 
said this, “I’m not bashful about it: wealthy will pay more taxes,” which is 
basically as straightforward as you will get as far as his tax reform plan.
    Until 2016, Obama will remain President of the United States. Some 
say we are heading for disaster, while others say we are paving the road 
to prosperity. Either way, we’ll just have to wait and see where Obama’s 
strong polices take the country.

Hayley Lokken
Staff Reporter

Gay Rights    President Obama was the first sitting presi-
dent to publicly announce his support for marriage for same-
sex couples, and has always believed LGBT Americans should 
be treated fairly and equally.
   President Obama repealed “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” so that gay 
and lesbian service members no longer have to lie about who 
they are to serve the country they love.
   President Obama endorsed the Respect for Marriage Act, 
signed the Matthew Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act, and extended hospital visitation and medical 
decision-making rights to LGBT couples

Women’s Rights   President Obama is putting an end to the 
health insurance company practice of charging women more 
than men for the same coverage, thanks to Obama care, many 
insurance plans are beginning to fully cover birth control 
without co-pays or deductibles as part of women's preventive 
care—potentially saving women hundreds of dollars every 
year.
   President Obama believes a woman’s health care choices are 
personal decisions, best made with her doctor—without inter-
ference from politicians

Immigration Using its authority under existing law, the 
Obama administration took action to lift the shadow of de-
portation from young people who came to the United States 
as children through no fault of their own, so they can pursue 
their education or apply for work authorization
   The Obama Administration is focusing immigration enforce-
ment efforts on those who endanger our communities, and is 
de-emphasizing low-priority cases like students, veterans, se-
niors, and military families.
   The President understands the challenges that immigrants 
face. That’s why he proposed a new rule to keep families to-
gether by allowing undocumented spouses and children of 
U.S. citizens to stay in the country while they begin the legal 
immigration process.

READY TO LEAD:  Obama prepares to take the stage at Sloan’s Lake.   Photo by Francisco 
Villanueva.

   ALL SMILES:  The group who saw Obama speak at Sloan’s Lake. 
Obama and Romney boxing.
Drawing by Jose Cuevas 

Obama Ticket.
Photo by Luna Ly

Westy students see Obama live at Sloan’s Lake speech 

Controversial policies

Policies of the President

Election results 

How many Westy students would have voted for 
Obama and Romney? Take a look at who won 
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Karina Barraza
Staff Reporter

 Mr. Robinson 
  3-D Art
  
  How long have you been teach-
ing?
 “This is my first year teaching.”
  
   What subject do you teach?
   “I teach 3-D art.”
   Do you like it so far at Westy?
  “Yes! I love it; feels like home.”
   Why did you come to Westy?
   “I got lucky.”
   What else do you do at Westy?
   “I was coach for the Junior pow-
derpuff, I sometimes help with Sat-
urday school or anything else they 
put me in.”
   Fun Facts: Mr. Robison was a 
jeweler for 14 years. He graduated 
from Metro with a teaching de-
gree. He holds a bachelors degree 
in sociology from the University of 
Northern Colorado.   
  Mr. Peyer
  French Teacher
 
   How long have you been teach-
ing?
  “This is my fourth year teaching.”
   What subject do you teach?
   “I teach French.”
   How do you know French?
   “When I was a kid, my parents 
taught me.”
   Do you like it so far at Westy? 
Why?
    “Yes, I do I like the student body, 
and the different diversity; also, 
the different system.”
   Do you like the standards based 
system?
   “Yes, I’m starting to get used to 
it.”  
  
   Fun Facts: Mr. Peyer enjoys play-
ing soccer and jogging. He likes to 
play the guitar, and he has traveled 
to Africa, where he taught English 
for 6 weeks. He also has traveled to 
Mongolia where he taught English 
and social studies for one year.  

Welcome 
to the 
pack!

Inside the Pride:
Meet the Editors

Name: Cody Magerfleisch
Position on Staff: Business Man-
ager/ Staff Reporter
Years on Staff: 1

Explain why you joined the news-
paper staff: I joined the news-
paper staff because I’m familiar 
with photography and an excellent 
writer.
   
  Tell us something that motivates 
you: Thrash metal
   
Describe your favorite way to 
spend a day off: Paintball, base-
ball, airsoft.

Favorite music of the moment: 
Thrash metal and punk rock, nota-
bly Five Finger Death Punch, Kills-
witch Engage, Ramones, Pantera, 
Screeching Weasel, Rancid, Black 
Flag, Misfits, and Helmet.   

Words of wisdom you live by: 
“Reject passivity, accept responsi-
bility, lead courageously.” -Spartan 
creed
   
Tell about something else you’d 
like to share:  My dad is a storm-
trooper.

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! It’s a
nominated student  

Samantha Nunez
Staff Reporter

   Are you willing to make a differ-
ence when it comes to our home, 
Westminster High School? Do you 
use manners everywhere you go?  
   How many of us actually keep 
that in mind with every day life 
in high school? You had to think 
about that one didn't you?
   One student has been noticed for 
her good behavior in school; and 
out of it, junior Karean Gonzalez.  
She is a normal girl that you would 
find in any of your classes, walking 
in the hallways and eating lunch in 
the café. Gonzalez, one of our own 
wolves, has given strong dedica-
tion to her path for success. She is 

dedicated to helping others when 
it comes to being lost or being bul-
lied. She lends her hand to strang-
ers when they're in need, making 
them feel comfortable.  
    Gonzalez lives by the advice, 
“Don’t be afraid to be who YOU 
are because at the end of the day, 
we are all human.”
   One time there was a new stu-
dent that came into our school 
from another country, only know-
ing Spanish. Gonzalez lent her a 
hand by translating the things she 
needed to know around her. She 
also helped by transferring her 
work papers, finding her classes, 
and getting her an agenda. 
   How many students would actu-
ally invite a stranger to hang out? 

Gonzalez invited 
her to sit with her 
at lunch, to attend 
the black out foot-
ball game, and the 
Homecoming dance. 
If that didn’t make a 
difference with feel-
ing welcomed, what 
would? 
   Gonzalez is an 
example of “Never 
judge a book by it's 
cover,  there is more 
within it.”  Westy 
needs more everyday 
heroes like her.

“Just do what you have to do, work 
and get things done, study and do 
homework. It’s just how you are 
and how you act. Also, because of 
your personality, how you act in-
side and outside.” - Chue Fue Lor

“Help push people to reach their 
goals, especially little kids. Like my 
siblings, I want to make sure they 
get the education I got and push 
themselves in everything like I did. 
For an example, like doing really 
good in school.” - 
Jasmine Aragon

“Be optimistic and be positive in 
anything you do. Also, if you’re go-
ing to do something do it well and 
give it 100 percent. Be your own 
leader, sometimes to be a leader 
you have to follow; but if you stay 
strong to your morals, you’ll do 
well.” -Leo Degenstein

“Be more involved in 
the school and don’t be 
shy. Get out there and 
help your community.” 
- Jessica Carr

“Try to be friendly and always look 
on the bright side. Always try to 
make the mood brighter for every-
one.” - Toucheng “Happy” Lor 

“Be nice to everyone and work 
well with others. You have to be 
happy, with a positive attitude to 
everyone around you.” 
-Orlando Dominguez Gutierrez 

Staff reporter Samantha Nunez spoke with 
teachers around the school to find out the 
names of students who are natural leaders 
doing the right thing.  These profiles reflect 
some of the good stories she heard.
Photos and stories by Samantha Nunez

~

~

An everyday hero among the Wolves
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Bridger Wingate
Staff Reporter

  Peanuts. This will be a keyword 
in this article. Why, you ask? The 
two specials I am about to com-
pare are based on a certain comic 
strip titled, “Peanuts.” The comic 
strip told us about a boy named 
Charlie Brown, and the things 
that happen in his life. This was a 
simple comic strip. It was my sec-
ond favorite comic strip (my first 
is Calvin and Hobbes), or third 
favorite (I also like Garfield). 
Anyway, to celebrate the upcom-
ing dates for Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, I will compare and 
review two of the greatest holiday 
specials of all time.

   “A Charlie Brown Christmas” vs. 
“A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving.” 
A comparison for the ages, obvi-
ously. This is the battle of the holi-
day specials. The first comparison 
I’ll start with is STORY, and story 
only. Both specials have similar 
stories, in terms of the questions 
that are asked. Such as: “What 
is the meaning of this holiday?” 
“Why do we celebrate it?” and 
“Will Charlie Brown ever kick 
that football?” Let’s start with the 
most FAMOUS of the specials: 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas.” 

This special is about a kid named 
“Charlie Brown” and his daily 
struggles in life, as it so happens 
that Christmas time has come 
upon the town of where he lives. 
As Charlie Brown starts to get de-
pressed about the over-commer-
cialization of Christmas, the rest 
of the gang is setting up what sets 
out to be…..a very disappointing 
Christmas play. As Charlie goes 
over to Snoopy, he finds that even 
HIS OWN DOG has gone com-
mercial, depressing him even fur-
ther. Then, he heads to where the 
play is being set up, and decides 
that it needs a Christmas tree. 
And he gets the skinniest, scraw-
niest looking tree ever grown. He 
brings it back to the play, only to 
finds out that the tree really sucks. 
Charlie, horrified at his failure, 
runs off. I should mention Linus’s 
monologue about what Christmas 
is about….It’s the best moment in 
Christmas special TV. That’s all. 
So, Charlie Brown runs off to find 
that Snoopy has won a blue ribbon 
for his dog-house decorations. Us-
ing what Linus said, Charlie isn’t 
fazed ONE BIT. The rest kids ar-
rive and say “MERRY CHRIST-
MAS, CHARLIE BROWN!” and 
sing that one song. Overall, I give 
this an 9.5/10.

Now, “A Charlie Brown Thanks-
giving”….It’s not as good as the 
other one. Reason #1: Charlie 
Brown is made an idiot of him-
self, by himself, in the first min-
ute of this special. Reason #2: The 
music is dumbed down. Reason 
#3: Peppermint Patty is not my 
favorite character. The story IS 
LIKE Christmas’s, but simplified. 
Peppermint Patty and Marcie and 
some other girl are going over to 
“Chuck’s” for Thanksgiving din-
ner. Charlie Brown realizes that he 
can’t cook, so he has Snoopy do it 
for him. Good choice, “Chuck.” So, 
Snoopy is setting up the table, then 
he gets into a fight with a chair....
FOR REAL. So, then Snoopy cooks 
the dinner...Made of pretzel sticks, 
toast, jelly beans, and popcorn. 
DINNER OF CHAMPIONS. Pep-
permint Patty is absolutely dis-
gusted by what she sees. She acting 
like that’s a BAD thing. I would be 
thrilled if i didn’t have to eat turkey. 
I hate turkey. She talks to “Chuck” 
about the tragedy that occurred at 
the table, “Chuck”; realizing he’s 
stupid, takes all the people from 
the dinner to his grandmother’s for 
the rest of the holiday. 7/10.
There you go. I hope you’re happy.

Cody Magerfleish
Staff Reporter
    
   Halo 4 and Black Ops II are two 
of the most anticipated games of 
this fall, with both coming out in 
November. 
   The franchises have huge fan fol-
lowings, even after changes in the 
teams behind the games.  Bungie 
made a great decision in chang-
ing the planet, enemies, and weap-
onry, so players aren’t bored with 
killing the same aliens over and 
over again. Its multi-player has a 
storyline of its own, as you are the 
brand-new Spartan IVs fighting 
each other for training. More will 
be told in-game about them and 
why they are training so hard.  The 
new enemies are the Forerunners, 
a species only mentioned in other 
Halo games. Based on game play 
trailers I’ve watched, countless re-
views I’ve read, and all the mate-
rial throughout the Internet, Halo 
4 looks to be a ground-breaking 
game for the first-person shooter 
genre. 
   On the more contemporary side, 
we have Call of Duty: Black Ops II. 

This game is a step away from other 
Call of Duty games, in the sense it 
is set in the future. If that just gave 
you a heart attack, my sincerest 
apologies. The game seems pretty 
similar to the other games under 
the Call of Duty banner, mainly in 
game play. To some, if the controls 
and gunplay and graphics aren’t 
broke, don’t fix them. 
   Unfortunately, you never get an-
other experience besides an SAS 
soldier or another Tier 1 operator. 
This installment adds several new 
features, including futuristic ve-
hicles, several breathtaking envi-
ronments, and other exciting com-
ponents. It sounds like Treyarch is 
trying to take steps in a different 
direction, and we might see fur-
ther changes in the story lines for 
upcoming Call of Duty games.  
   I personally prefer Halo over Call 
of Duty in the sense that it makes 
you feel like a super-soldier, over 
just any soldier like in Modern 
Warfare or Black Ops. That’s why 
I like Halo better, but I’ll give up-
coming Call of Duty games a shot.   

Halo 4 vs. Black Ops 2  So, there’s this boy, and I really like 
him, but I’m not sure if he likes me 
back. We hang out all the time and 
he texts me 24/7. But he is always 
talking about other girls, and I get 
jealous. I’m not sure if I should tell 
him how I feel because I might just 
end up losing his friendship. Any 
advice?
     Sincerely, Lost and Confused

  Dear Lost and Confused,
  To find out if he likes you, you 
should see the clues, if he texts 
you 24/7 and you always hang 
out with each other, then that is a 
good thing. He must enjoy talking 
to you and having your company, 
and that’s always a plus. Guys don’t 
usually like to admit their feelings 
for a girl when they mean a lot 
to them. Maybe he does like you, 
but also doesn’t want to ruin the 
friendship. Take your chances and 
let him know how you feel, and if 
it was a strong enough friendship, 
then it shouldn’t ruin the friend-
ship, and if you tell him, there is a 
good chance that he might like you 
back as well. I wish you the best of 
luck!
      Sincerely, Mama Cub 

Dear Mama Cub:

Main focus: 
•Scorpio: October 23 - November 
21
Passionate, brave, a true friend.
 Horoscope: Scorpios will find an 
increase in finances and friend-
ships this month. Make sure your 
interests are safeguarded though, 
people will be jealous of what 
you’ve worked for. This is a good 
time period to invest not only in 
your belongings, but also in your-
self. Scorpios naturally carry the 
world on their shoulders, but talk-
ing about your problems for once 
will be relieving; and beneficial to 
your health.  
Lucky number: 2
•Sagittarius: November 22- Dec 
21
Horoscope: You’re in the mood to 
expand your friendship circle, but 
you’re not quite sure how. Get-
ting involved in a new activity and 
pushing yourself to meet new peo-
ple is a sure-fire way to associate 
with those new people you’ve been 
craving to meet. 
  Optimistic, enthusiastic, always-
changing
Lucky number: 6
•Capricorn: Dec. 22-Jan.19
 Horoscope: Success is just in your 
reach Capricorn; you just have to 
grab it. Whether it is monetary, 
sentimental, or social, it’s in your 
grasp. Good news will bring a 
positive energy to you at the end of 
the month; increasing your moti-
vation to reach for the stars. 
 Disciplined, self-controlled, re-
sponsible
 Lucky number: 10
•Aquarius: Jan. 20- Feb. 18
Horoscope: This month you will 
really have to work to maintain 
your close friendships and rela-
tionships, Aquarius. Think about 
what you say before you say it to 
stay close to the ones you care for. 
This month is perfect to show off 
your capabilities, just make sure 
you can live up to the expectations 
you set while in the spotlight. 
 Eccentric, progressive, original
Lucky number: 14
•Pisces: Feb. 19- March 20
Horoscope: You find it difficult to 
keep your heart set on something, 
Pisces. You’ll try to over think what 
peers say and bring up instances 
from the past to try to influence 
your future decisions. Keep a clear 
mind and have faith that every-
thing will work out in the end, no 
matter which side you choose. 
 Compassionate, artistic, gentle
Lucky number: 3
•Aries: March 21- April 19
Horoscope: Success is difficult for 
you lately, Aries; but communica-
tion and a strong mind will lead 
you to your goals. Come out of 
your shell and start making in-

vestments. Taking risks may seem 
scary, but the ones you take will 
have a positive outcome in the end. 
 Courage, self-confidence, enthu-
siasm
Lucky number: 12
•Taurus: April 20- May 20
Horoscope: Major changes are 
on the way, but don’t worry too 
much about them, Taurus. Over-
analyzing will just make you more 
stressed and cloud your judgment. 
Have a laugh with rough situations 
to overcome them. Collaborat-
ing on projects is a great method 
of making new friendships and 
relieving some direct pressure as 
well. 
Dependable, patient, musical
Lucky number: 18
•Gemini: May 21- June 20
 Horoscope: You have a lot of work 
to do Gemini. Procrastination can 
be your biggest burden. If you fin-
ish what needs to be done, you’ll 
have a chance to participate in 
events that will bring great success 
to you. 
 Curious, affectionate, kind
Lucky number: 7
•Cancer: June 21- July 22
Horoscope: It’s unlikely that events 
will go as planned in the near fu-
ture, but don’t worry; the unex-
pected turn in events will please 
you. Now is the ideal time to work 
hard and efficiently. Hard work 
will have a great payoff in the end. 
 Compassionate, tentative, kind. 
Lucky number: 5
•Leo: July 23- Aug. 22
Horoscope: Now is the time to 
start an adventure! Take a chance, 
do something new. Communica-
tion is key in the success to your 
new endeavors, so be verbal and 
speak your mind. 
 Humorous, joyful, warmth
Lucky number: 30
•Virgo: Aug. 23- Sept. 22
 Horoscope: You’ve been in the 
mood to “go with the flow” lately. 
The past few weeks may have been 
slow or boring, but at the end of 
this month your life will pick up a 
lively beat. Explore new things and 
remember- some rules are meant 
to be broken. 
 Loyal, analytical, lively
Luck number: 22
•Libra: Sept. 23 – Oct. 22
Horoscope: You’re in a mood to 
kick back and relax. Just don’t 
neglect your responsibilities. It’s 
important to recognize when you 
have things to accomplish, when 
you can relax, and when you need 
to have fun. Keep in touch with 
friends over the next few weeks to 
plan something spectacular. 

As told by Savannah Murray

“A Charlie Brown Christmas” vs. 
“A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving”

As told by Karina Barraza

December horoscopes
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Justin Bieber 
vs. 

One Direction
Gisselle Burgos
Staff Reporter                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
    Justin Bieber and One Direction 
are the most adored pop musi-
cians the music industry has seen 
in years. 
   Bieber is an 18-year-old Canadi-
an pop singer who was discovered 
in 2008 by Scooter Braun who saw 
a video of him on YouTube.  Bieber 
signed to Usher Raymond’s music 
label, and later on, he signed to 
Island Records. He shot up to the 
limelight when his single “Baby” 
came out in 2010. He has still been 
successful winning many awards 
such as Artist of The Year 2010, 
and was nominated for Best New 
Artist and  Best Pop Vocal album 
at the 53rd Grammy Awards! And 
well, teenage girls are just in love 
with him! Naming themselves as 
“Beliebers” and going crazy and 
making his concerts get sold out! 
Although girls are crazy over him, 
it seems like Bieber is starting to 
have some competition! 
   With the UK’s newest and hot-
test boy band One Direction. One 
Direction is a boy band who was 
discovered on the show X-Factor 
after placing third. The band con-
sists of five singers, Niall Horan, 
Zayn Malik, Liam Payne, Harry 
Styles, and Louis Tomlinson. 

                                                        
Bridger Wingate
Staff Reporter

   Skyfall:  This is not only one of 
the best Bond films, it is the best 
action movie of the year. I mean 
it, it’s better than The Dark Knight 
Rises. There are so many things 
that Skyfall does way better than 
TDKR, including what the main 
protagonist has gone through, 
character reveals (no spoilers), 
and action. Skyfall has THE BEST 
action scenes in a movie THIS 
YEAR, no seriously, THE BEST. To 
complement that, the producers 
hired the best guy to portray one 
of the greatest villains in 007 his-
tory...Javier Bardem. Raoul Silva 
has the intimidation of The Joker, 
and the keen sense of accomplish-
ment that Bane has, again it’s a 
better aspect than TDKR. Daniel 
Craig does his best work since Ca-
sino Royale as James Bond, accom-
plishing what it really looks like 
when you go through hard times 
like he did. Judi Dench does a good 
job as M, in her final time playing 
the character. And Q, my favorite 
character in this movie. It’s as if 
he were Skrillex mixed with Sher-
lock Holmes. The photography is 
the best in 007’s history, as Roger 
Deakins composes beautiful shots 
and angles that put a dynamic feel 
into the movie. This movie has a 
bunch of nostalgia from previous 
007 films, and it almost made me 
geek out. IT WAS AWESOME. The 
score is good, but Adele’s rendition 
of “Skyfall” is almost perfect. If 
you intend to see this film, see it in 
IMAX. You see more of the movie 
if you see it in IMAX. 9.5/10.

Prometheus: What a confusing 
romp this is. Ridley Scott is an in-
teresting director in terms of track 
record. He’s directed Alien, Blade 
Runner, and Gladiator, but also 
directed Robin Hood, Hannibal, 
and Body of Lies. The best thing he 
could do is return to the genre that 
made him work, Science Fiction. 
Prometheus is about the search to 
see what created human life. The 
expedition involves a corporate 
captain, a cool ship captain, a ro-
bot, and two people who originally 
found the clues to come to the 
place they think holds the answer 
to the big question. I will keep 
short and sweet, most of these 
questions are never answered, 
and left open for the sequel. The 
story is straight-forward, but those 
questions will keep you scratching 
your head. The cast is pretty good, 
but Michael Fassbender as David, 
is a show-stealer. No wonder peo-
ple want him in Assassin’s Creed. 
The effects are good, and the music 
is too. Overall it’s an 8.4/10. And 
yes, it does take place in the Alien 
franchise. 

  Does alternative rock, indie rock, 
or dream pop sound catch your at-
tention? If so, check out Silversun 
Pickups. For a band, who refer to 
themselves as non-planners, there 
might just be a clever strategy in 
play here after all.  After releasing 
a debut album in 2007, they were 
nominated for “Best New Artist” at 
the Grammy’s.
 They are an alternative rock band 
from Los Angeles. Albums in-
clude: “Carnavas”, “Swoon,” and 
“Neck of the Wood.” The band 
members consist of Brian Aubert, 
Nikki Monninger, Chris Guanlao, 
and Joe Lester. 
   The band's sound, often en-
compassing multiple overdubs 
of distorted guitars, is frequently 
compared to that of The Smash-
ing Pumpkins. Aubert's alternately 
soft, and then screamed, vocal style 
is frequently compared to Coheed 
and Cambria and Kill Hannah. Sil-
versun Pickups, despite having a 
sound easily comparable with 90s 
alternative acts such as The Smash-
ing Pumpkins and My Bloody Val-
entine, seem to have a sound that 
is self-conscious and aware of it-
self, a little meek and shy even.
   Unleash your inner hipster and 
check them out.

Band you need to 
know: 
Silversun Pickups                                                                                                                                          
 Mariela Hernandez                                                                                                                                        
 Entertainment Editor

Favorite music of the moment: 
   At the moment I enjoy rap, and 
artists from Kanye West to Rick 
Ross. 

Words of wisdom that you live 
by:  “You yourself, as much as 
anybody in the entire universe, 
deserve your love and affection.” 
-Budda

Tell about something else you’d 
like to share:
   Those cookies from the cafeteria 
are addicting. 
 

Jose Cuevas
Staff Reporter
1st Year
 
Explain why you joined the news-
paper staff: 
   I joined the newspaper staff this 
year because I want to get to meet 
more people, and I could think of 
no better class to do this than the 
school newspaper. 
  
Tell about something that moti-
vates you: 
   People motivate me, and I be-
lieve this is because everyone is 
capable of  great things, their skills 
and intellect seems limitless. The 
amazing thing about this is that 
everyone has “their own thing” 
and that is what makes each one of 
us unique. 
  
Describe your favorite way to 
spend a day off:
   Probably hanging out with my 
friends or a day painting, it’s quite 
relaxing. 

Inside the Pride:   
Meet the Reporters

Movie review: Skyfall Create a story and 
practice your grammar!

Comic by Miracle Lewis
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Isaiah Santistevan
Centerspread Editor
 
  The Westminster volleyball team, 
led by Coach Tim Bergman fin-
ished the season with a record of 
7-13, and a league record of 4-6. 
Despite their best efforts, they did 
not make it to the playoffs. 
   The team will lose only one se-
nior this year, Lashe Lor. She was 
the libero and finished her season 
with 137 digs, 17 aces, and 2 as-
sists. 
   Coming to 
the end of the 
season, the 
We s t m i n -
ster Wolves 
p l a y e d 
Northglenn, 
B e r g m a n 
f o r m e r l y 
coached at 
Northglenn. 
The Wolves 
will take this 
game home 
with a “w”.
    Bergman said, “It’s always a good 
rivalry. My assistant Marcel used 

to coach there as well. They are a 
similar community and are simi-
lar players, so it’s always close.” 
   Looking forward to next year, 
Bergman said, “There is a pretty 
good outlook next year. We only 
lost one senior, so I have a lot of 
players to compete for a varsity 
spot next year.” 
   Bergman’s message for next 
year, for all the players, “All of our 
players need to improve in strength 
and speed. Off season workouts 
will be key!” Bergman made a 

c o m m e n t 
about Lor, 
“Lashe has 
done an 
outstanding 
job as libero 
as well as a 
team leader. 
Her posi-
tion will be 
hard to fill.”

Westminster Wolves Volleyball

Junior Varsity Player- Melissa 
Aguilar
Are you satisfied with the volley-
ball season?
“Yes, we had a good season.”
What brought you to volleyball?
“I played in middle school.”
Who motivates you?
“My brother Carlos.”
What was the best thing about 
joining the team this year?
“Making new friends.”
Varsity Player- Nuchi Lor
Are you satisfied with the volley-
ball season?
“No. Half of our players quit or 
didn’t play, and we should have 
won more games.”
What brought you to volleyball?
“It is just a family sport.”

Who motivates 
you?
“Coach Bergman.”
What was the best 
thing about joining 
the team this year?
“We had a mix of 
many different tal-
ents.”

Awakening in the Wolves Den: Westminster basketball 
Brandon Trykowski
Sports Editor
   As the frost begins to collect 
around the Denver Metro area, 
there is a new feeling in the air. 
Alongside the change in weather, 
the fall sports season is on the 
verge of wrapping up as the re-
spected high school playoffs are 
underway. However, there are nu-
merous student athletes that have 
already begun to prepare them-
selves for a new atmosphere, a new 
game, and a whole new change of 
pace.
   For months now the Westmin-
ster girl’s basketball program has 
been training for the 2012-2013 
season, through numerous offsea-
son workouts and summer tour-
naments. Coming off of an im-
pressive, roller-coaster 2011-2012 
season that ended in a 13-3 record 
in the last 16 games, the Wolves 
look to continue the winning at-
titude. 
   After starting the season at a 
sluggish 0-6, the Wolves’ girls var-
sity team bounced back hugely, 
making a great run that ended in 
a first round playoff loss to Rock 
Canyon (27th in CO), ending their 
benchmark season at a solid 13-9 
(9-2 in league, 1 playoff loss). Al-
though the team had their downs 
last season, there is only an atti-
tude of improvement in the gym 

this year. 
   Despite the winning attitudes, it may be 
another uphill climb for the team this year. 
A large part of last season’s success was pro-
vided by the experience of senior players 
such as the team’s third leading scorer Jor-

VArSITy:   stand together in this road 
match.

WeSTmInSTer WolVeS: JV Volleyball 

WolVe’S C-TeAm:  volleyball having fun this 
year.

Volleyball photos 
taken by Isaiah 
Santistevan.

dan Dickerson (145 points, 22 three-point 
fgm)  leading rebounder and leading scorer 
Sam Hyatt (207 points, 188 rebounds) and 
defensive specialist Candace Eckels (95 
Steals). 
   All of these players are now gone, and fill-

ing the void will be a task to handle. However, with 
six juniors on varsity last season, experience is not 
a big factor coming into this season. This year’s var-
sity squad will contain at least six veteran players, 
and more talent from the respected juniors.
   Senior Hannah Massey was the leading scorer of 
the juniors last season, and her leadership, along 
with that of the other seniors, will be key to make it 
back to the postseason. “It’s going to be tough with-
out our key players from last year, but it opens our 
eyes to the hard work that must be done,” Massey 
responded when asked about losing last years se-
niors. 
   She was also asked what her goals are for this sea-
son, Massey answered with, “I would like to per-
sonally improve shooting percentage and points, 
but I really want to win playoff games. We have the 
experience this year, and I want to see our leader-
ship left behind in the improvement of our younger 
players for the future.” 
    A reoccurring theme amongst this years senior 
class players, is playoffs, especially those who en-
dured the tough playoff conundrum of last season, 
losing 83-40 to Rock Canyon. “Playing in that play-
off game was a benefit, it gives us the experience 
and now we know how hard we have to work this 
year. We have a good team, we just need to work,” 
said senior Abbie Austin, who was the second lead-
ing scoring junior last season. “I’ve improved my 
shot, I just hope I can help make the younger girls 
better,” Austin said when asked how she hopes to 
help the team this year.

   With practices underway, the girls are counting 
down to the first official tip-off, Wednesday, Novem-
ber 28 at Abraham Lincoln High School. The home 
opener falls the following Friday against 4A Wheat 
Ridge High School. Winning attitudes around West-
minster, the winter sports season is underway.
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Brandon Trykowski
Sports Editor

   As the air continues to cool down 
in Colorado, high school fall sports 
also begin to dwindle down. The 
only remaining state playoffs still 
underway are high school football, 
and with an unpredictable come-
back win over rival Northglenn 
in the regular season finale, West-
minster nudges their way into the 
playoffs with the 32nd seed.
  The last home game of 2012 end-
ed with an inspiring comeback 
win, coming back from a 21 point 
deficit in the second half, scoring 
24 unanswered points to extend 
their season for at least one more 
week. The 38-35 win over North-
glenn made the Wolves’ 5-4 record 
good enough to play the number 

one seed in Colorado, Thunder 
Ridge(8-1)  in round one of the 
CHSAA Football State Playoffs. 
   The task was a large one, as Thun-
der Ridge showed their number 
one rank, knocking out the Wolves 
63-34 at Shea Stadium, Highlands 
Ranch, Colorado. However, West-
minster didn’t just lay down for 
Thunder Ridge, putting up the 
third most points for Thunder 
Ridge opponents all season. 
   The only teams to put up more 
than 34 against Colorado’s num-
ber one, was California’s number 
one, number three in the nation, 
Vista Murrieta in week one. The 
final score of that game was 37-26, 
Thunder Ridge’s only regular sea-
son loss. The other team to score 
more than 34, was Douglas Coun-
ty, who lost 63-40.

   Softball was one of the other 
playoff teams for Westminster, but 
lost two tough games with scores 
of 12-0. Although the losses were 
not how the team expected to end 
their season, they were good oppo-
nents; number one in the state at 
the time, Legacy High School and  
Cherokee Trail High School, who 
was number 16 in Colorado at the 
time. 
   The Wolves’ varsity softball team 
went into their playoff tournament 
at 12-7, but with two losses in the 
play in games, they came up short 
of a spot in the state championship 
tournament. Legacy went on to 
lose to the State Champions after 
all is said and done, Loveland, who 
started the playoffs at number 4 in 
Colorado.  
   Cross country wrapped up their 

season after the EMAC League and 
Colorado State Regional meets. 
Westminster’s cross country boys 
took 11th at regionals and 9th at 
leagues. The cross country girls 
finished 12th at regionals and 
7th at leagues. The Wolves’ cross 
country team didn’t produce any 
all-state runners, but their top per-
formers on the season were Nate 
Huey and Vannessa Torez. 
   The Westminster Varsity Cheer 
Squad performed at their regional 
event, one of three varsity co-ed 
cheerleading teams. They worked 
hard over the last few months, 
trying to make the debut of co-ed 
cheer at Westminster High School 
a success. They ended up placing 
first at leagues and are headed to 
state next month! 

Playoff teams in Westminster

Evelese Vigil
Centerspread Editor 

   MMA (Mixed Martial Arts.) 
It is a sport that has full con-
tact, striking and grappling 
techniques, standing and 
on the ground. Grappling is 
maneuvers to gain physical 
advantage. MMA came from 
Classical Greece. It first broad-
cast in November of 1993. 
   In MMA, you can get seriously 
hurt, especially if an arm lock or 
a leg lock is used on you. An arm 
lock is a grappling technique that 
uses single and double joints to 
lock and hyper flexes the elbow 
joint which can cause it to break 
a joint. The leg lock is a joint lock 
that is directed at the joints of the 
ankle, knees or hip joint. It has 
more effective full body leverage. 
The ring side medical is great be-
cause they have physicians on the 
clock the whole time. They have 

equipped medical bags for every 
injury unless you need to go to the 
hospital. MMA is a very dangerous 
sport. Even though it takes a lot of 
work to be in it, you still have to be 
careful.  
Interviews with students:
Valencia Sanchez
What do you like about MMA?
“I like MMA because it is very ac-
tive and people get hit.” 
Would you ever join MMA?
“Yes, I would love to join MMA 
because I just love to fight people 
in the ring, and to be able to learn 
more defensive moves would be 

amazing. 
How did you start to like 
it?
“I started to like it because 

of my family. My family 
watches MMA fights all the time 
together. We would get lots of food 
and drinks and sit at home and 
watch them.” 
Isaiah Gonzales
What do you like about MMA?
“I like that MMA has a lot of differ-
ent types of techniques.”
Would you ever join MMA?
“No, I don’t think I would ever join 
because I’m just too busy, I don’t 
have enough time for it.”
How did you start to like it?
“I don’t remember. It just always 
looked interesting to me.”

Mixed Martial 
Abigail Macias
Staff Reporter
   Commotion all over, the soccer 
ball going up and down the field, 
every anxious parent yelling for 
their son, as one of the guys gets 
ready to kick the ball. The crowd 
stops, looks at the clock, and turns 
to the field--five seconds left. The 
crowd is silent, then a big gasp, and 
then everyone screaming GOAL!   
Wesminster Wolves take the win.
   Sophomore Said Moreno and 
junior Pedro Contrerras (Varsity)
commented the season was good.  
They said benefits of joining soc-
cer include getting conditioned 
and improving skills, not to men-
tion having fun!  Both said that the 
soccer team was united and they 
were like family which allowed 
them to communicate well.  Their 
rival Adams City was first in state 
and the Wolves were determined 
to take the win trying their best 

and giving it their all, but they lost. 
The Wolves coaches were good 
even though they were tough on 
the guys, but that led them to three 
triumphs for the Varsity team. 
When asked if they could have 
changed anything, what would 
it have been? They answered, we 
should’ve started winning earlier 
in the season prior to the middle 
and communicating better earlier 
in the season.     
     The Westy Wolves’ soccer team 
had a record of 3-12 and ranked 
51 out of the state division. They 
didn’t make playoffs or beat there 
big rivals, but they did better than 
last year’s team. The three op-
ponents that Westminster won 
against were Thornton, Prairie 
View, and Brighton High School. 
     Freshmen Ramon Sandoval and 
Brandon Solis (JV) said the JV 
season was good. Joining the soc-
cer team will benefit you by get-
ting better and improving skills, 
they advised. As the season went 
on, the team started bonding and 
had effective communication. 
The coaching staff this year was 
improved and guided them to 
get more victories. Looking back 
they said, we should have worked 
harder and focused more during 
our practices to improve our soc-
cer team.   
    Looking back on the 2011 soc-
cer season was very rough with a 
record of 0-12-1, the tie against 
Skyview High School. They were 
ranked 190 out of the state and 
with their winning percentage at 
.038%.  
   The 2012 season was a big im-
provement.                                                       

Westy soccer

Dominic Swanson
Entertainment Editor
   The 2012-2013 Denver Broncos 
have received plenty of coverage 
on the new additions to the team. 
Mainly from the addition of many 
athletic players such as Peyton 
Manning, Jacob Tamme, Tracy 
Porter, and many more. From 
these additions, the whole team 
needed to change, and it took a 
few weeks to get it right. Now, the 
Broncos team is a deadly force.
   They are leading the West AFC 
division by 7-3, and ranked as the 
8th overall  skilled team in the NFL, 
and still moving up. The Broncos 

do have an unstoppable offense 
with Manning leading, Willis Mc-
Gahee rushing, and receivers such 
as Demaryius Thomas and Eric 
Decker. If the offense isn’t enough 
to deal with, in recent games the 
Denver defense has been a force to 
be reckoned with due to the play 
of Champ Bailey, Tracy Porter, 
Von Miller Mike Adams, and  El-
vis Dumervil taking it to opposing 
offenses. 
   In their seven wins, opponents 
have seen the improved strength of 
what was a playoff team a year ago. 
Not only the high powered offense 
led by future hall of famer, Man-

ning, but a defense that is out to 
make a name for themselves, away 
from the spotlight that is Manning. 
   Recent NFL news states that the 
Denver Broncos are a rising team 
which will be a tough opponent to 
face. Broncos stats are very posi-
tive for both the offensive and de-
fensive sides. At the level of play 
the Broncos have produced in the 
last several games, the only teams 
in the way of their Superbowl aspi-
rations are Houston and New Eng-
land in the AFC. 
   Even though the Bronco’s season 
is not yet finished, the remaining 
six games are more than winnable. 

Denver Broncos: Super Bowl hopes
Pending the remaining AFC West 
match-ups, Denver, with the divi-
sion lead, can guarantee  a playoff 
berth with 4 wins in the remaining 
7 games. 
   However, if they happen to win 
the remaining six games, and Bal-
timore and Houston lose twice, 
they can be the potential num-
ber one or number two seed in 
the AFC playoffs. Meaning, they 
would clinch a first round bye, and 
home field advantage throughout 
the playoffs with a regular season 
record of 13-3, which would be the 
best since 2005, the last time the 
Broncos appeared in the confer-
ence championship. 

MMA fighters hit the mat in high impact action

Smaly Chham
News Editor

   He can hear the crowd raging 
and coaches yelling, “Pass the 
ball” and his team mates scream-
ing, “Come on!” As the echo of 
the ball swishes through the net, 
the season has started. Are you 
ready for a season of boys basket-
ball?  It’s time for all the energy 
and spirit to come out, coaches 
and players are practicing, get-
ting ready for a great season. Ex-
pectations are high for this year.
   The first game is on November 
28 against Rampart High School  
at Rampart with C-Team start-
ing at 4 p.m., JV starting at 5:30 
p.m., and Varsity starting at 7 
p.m. Come out and support your 
Westy Wolves.                                                    
  

Arts

Basketball 
preview
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